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From: Brian C. Blasco

Director of Communications and Archivist - Assistant Coordinator of Community Life
Date: April 10, 2025
RE:  Mother Angelica Ratte, OSF

Birth November 25, 1832, in Altenruethen, Germany, and named Theresia
Entered HSOSF March 30, 1855

Profession of First Vows July 14, 1857

Missionary to the USA October 1875

Assignments

Alton, IL November 6, 1875  Mother Superior
Springfield, IL St.John's Hospital December 9, 1875  Mother Superior
Muenster, Germany 1880

Entered Eternal Life

January 4, 1895, and burled In the Motherhouse Cemetery (Muenster, Germany)






G.s.).Chr.
Novarnber 4, 1875

Dear Reverend Mother,

God be praised and thanked a thousand times over. After a long and arduous sea voyage,
we are now onty 2 hours away from New York. This morning at 1 ¢'clock, we ¢ould sea land
and everyone rushed to the deck as quickly as possible. The joy and elation cannot be
described. All the discomfort of the Journey suddenly seemed to be forgotten.'At first, we
only saw the lighthouses on the coast, then gradually more and more land. At 6 o’clock, the
ship stood still. We will sleep on the ship agaln this night. Tomorrow morning a doctor from
America will come on & boat end examine us, and then we hope to be able to disembark
around 9 o'clock.

Dear Reverend Mother, if only you could see the glorious sight. It's like a sea of light. We
were on the deck for a long time. We couldn't get enough of the Litany of the Saints and the
Te Deum sounding much more joyful then usual. Wa sang it this evening on the dack,

Dear Reverend Mother, we have endured e lot on the journey - storms and iliness - but with
God's grace we made it through. Mary guided us safely. During the last storm, some of the
Sisters ware very anxious. Sister Henrlette was so afraid. At the momaent, | still have
sleepless nights. | still can't shake off the reluctance to take on the office that the supsriors
have given me. in the Motherhouse, | abstained so as not to make the dear superiors'
hearts heavy. | often cried in the church there too.

Sea travel cannot be described well, it can only be falt, Bacause of the constant rocking
end bumping, you are always nauseous, which also causes vomiting. You can prevent
vomiting 8 lot If you lie down immediately after eating. We have certainly got a different
stomach. We can eat potatoes with vinegar and herring in the morning. We can use the
vineger bottle with every vegetable. | used to live on coffee and now | can hardly smell It,
not even tea. Water tastes bast. That's how many Sistars fesl.

No matter how things go in Germany, you will not be able to endure the journay across the
ocean. Some Sisters think it is so easy; but those who are so concemed about their health
in the convent, who cannot stand a breath of air, who do not even care in which cell they
sleap, will not endure the discomfort of the see voyage. He who goes ta the ocean must
first sacrifice his health and his life.

Dear Reverend Mother, we have lost my bag. | didn't realize it untll you ware gone from us.



We looked for everything on the ship. No Sister remembera carrying it and some think it
was left In the Motherhobuse [n the little house. In the bag were Katharina Ernmericik's
books, the letter folder which you my Reverend Mother had filled to the brirm, my written
book with pictures, prayer cards, photographs, my new cord, Sister Zosima's habit, the
torms for the books, pottery, varnish, and other little things. The other Sisters gave us
stationery.

If you write to us, | would like to ask you to send us the forms for the letters. | will stop for
today. We will certainly sleep well this night. We are often defeated, the ship stands still, it
Is 8 o'clock.

Dear Reversnd Mother, we did not sleep well although It was very quiet on the ship. This
moming an American doctor is coming to axamine the passengers. Then our luggage will be
checked, so we probably won't arrive in New York before noon. We intend to travet this
avening, if possible, or tomorrow morning. The priest does not have to go with us as far as
Cincinnati. If our travel on the traln goes smoothly, we will arrive in Alton on Seturday night.
The priest wants to take us to a monastery. The two clergymen have taken good care of us.
Reverend Mother, see how the good Lord has provided for us so far? | hope he wilt continue
to do s0. We have left averything out of love for him, our dear superiors and fallow Sisters
8o he must be all the more our Father and Mary is our Mother.

The captain from America said that several ships were wrecked in the great storm -
aspeclally 2 ships from England. One captain is said to be under care, My dear mother
must have heard about it from the hawspapers ahd must have been very worried about us.
Woe have already regretted it. We would certainly not have fared so well If we had not had
such a cautious captain. If the blg storm had come a day later, we would have been In even
more danger because we would have had to pass sand cliffs. The dear superiors and
Slsters certainly prayed a lot for us. | cannot write more how, more in Atton.

Many thousands of greetings from my fellow Sisters. Also greatings to Mr. Diractor Plehler.
We remembered his words during the storms. Also, grestings to my father. Dear Revarned
Mother, the graat and cruel sea has distanced us so far from each other, but In the Sacred
Heart of Jesus we want to be very close, and our mutual prayer must mest all the more at
the throne of God.

Your moet submissive daughter commends herself and her fellow Sisters to your prayers.
Sister Angelica
Port of New York, 4.X1.1876
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Letter from Sister M., Angelika
The First Superior in America

Praised be Jesus Christ!
Dear Reverend Mother,

This evening we are already in Alton, Iilinois for eight days and before now 1 could not find time to
report to you, dear Mother more detrils about our trip and our arrival here.

Already this morning the last Sisters left and we are now only three here. Dear Reverend Mother,
first T want to share something about our trip with the ship. Thursday, the fourth of the month,
{November 4, 1875) in the morning, about 9:00 AM we left the ship. Seven Sisters from New York
were weiting already for one hour for us to welcome us. We went with those Sisters to their houses
and stayed during the day with them. Already for several days & priest from Alton was (waiting)
there to pick us up. The Sisters received us in quite a loving way and offered to have us stay with
them for some days. However, because the priest from Alton was already waiting for us for a long
time, we started [traveling again}in the evening, 7:00 PM. We were on the way two days and two
nights. On Saturday evening, 6:30 FM, we arrived [in Alton]. The General Vicar, with several
prieats, took us from the train station and we went to the Cathedral. When we got out of the car, we
already heard the sound of the organ, The whole Cathedral was filled with light. The Bishop
welcomed us in a short talk then we sang the Te Deum, to give thanks for our happy amival and then
we received the blessing from the Bishop. The General Vicar and Pastor Sauer brought us to the
house, which was prepared for us. Supper was prepared and waiting on the table for us, The
Bishop had asked the woman who takes care of his household to take care of everything.

Saturday we went for Confession to the General Vicar in the Cathedral. Our house is near by, We
received Holy Communion at the most Reverend Bishop's Mass. Already Sunday morning, at 10:00
AM, the General Vicar and Father Sawer, who picked us up in New York, came to visit us. In the
afternoon, at 5:00 PM His Grace, the Bishop and the General Vicar visited. The gentleness, love,
kindness and loving care of the Bishop I can not put into words. The Bishop told us then in which
way he wants to divide us up, after we recover from the journey. In the morning, during his
preaching he slready told the people about the purpose of our being here gnd how he would divide
us into his Diocese. We heard this but we did not understand. In the Cathedral, the preaching is
always in English. We misged Holy Communion so many times therefore this week we received
Holy Communion every moming except Friday. Every time we received Holy Communion, I had
the Bishop. Only twice, on Wednesday and today, I received from the General Vicar,

Dear Reverend Mother, the Bishop has in mind six cities where we should go. The paper on which
you have written is in the bag, which we lost. I put the Sisters together in the way I could
remembet.

Springfield, the capital of Hlinois: Sister Cyrilla, Sister Basilia, Sister Crispina, Sister Ulrika

St. Lowis: Sister Henriette, Sister Aurelia, Sister Cessiana, Sister Rolendis,

Litchfleld: Sister Pridoline, Sister Rosa, and Sister Augustine,

Belleville: Sister Jovita, Sister Gerburgis, Siater Silvana,

Effingham:  Sister Euphemia, Sister Fortunata, Sister Franziska,



Alton: Sister Zosima, Makaria and  (Sister Angelikn)

On Wednesday moming, the Sisters started for Litchfield. I went with the Sisters to the Bishop's
house and we received the blessing of the Bishop for the trip. On Thursday morning, 9:00 AM, the
Sisters went to Springficld. His Grace, the Bishop, asked me to accompeny the Sisters and take this
chance to sec a house and a big compound in the middle of the city which the former Bishop of
Alton bought in order to move his residence there, The present Bishop wants to remain in Alton
‘because it is in the middle of his Diocese. The Bishop felt this could be a suitable place for a
hospital, T went with the Sisters. The priests were with us. The compound may be the same big
size like our Motherhouse - with out the enclosure. The house has five windows on the front side,
one wing, I mean six windows. The place is very nice, in the middle of the city. The citics here are
very different from Germany. Everything is not so close together and the streets are very wide.

During our tour through the house, a telegram arrived that the Bishop plans to come to Springfield
in the cvening at 9:00 PM.

Our Sisters will stay for scveral wecks with the Ursuline Sisters who will teach them the English
lenguage because they can't bandle anything without that.

Friday moming the Bishop came to us asking if we like the place. He told us that cur Motherhouse
for America would be built there and there we wonld be able to have our home. The whole
compound with the house will cost $35,000.00. Springfield should pay & percent every year then
after 10 years everything is totally repaid. The Bishop thinks that the Sisters could coltect money in
the city, and other people; when that happens thea this will be accomplished. The Pastor, Father
Lewe, born in Warendorf, who has the German Church, is appointed by the Bishop to be our
Director. The Bishop told us Father Lewe is a holy man, like the Cure de Ars,

The Bishop said that efter a ehort time I also should move to Springfield. T'm not really sure now if
after that only two Sisters will remain in Alton or if someone must return there from Springfield. In
Alton, there are already Sisters of Charity, the Sisters of St. Vincent from St. Louis. Thesc Sisters
do not go out to care for the sick. Therefore, the Bishop wants to keep some of our Sisters there.
The people seem to be in favor of us end not so much for the other Sisters. Ibelieve that the Sisters
will be well here. Right away we started cooking for ourselves; the people brought so much to us
we never weare wanting for anything., Often some one comes from the Bishop's honse to 25k how we
are and if we need anything, Especially the General Vicar cares for ne. Reversnd Mother you can't
believe how simple and pious he is. The Bishop, the General Vicar and Father Lewe are soen as
holy people bere,

The Sisters traveled together to St. Louis and Belleville on Thursday morning st 10:00 AM. This
morning, at 8:00 AM, the last Sisters left for Effinghem. Yesterday evening, about 9:00 PM, the
Bishop and I returned from Springfield.

Dear Reverend Mother I am sure you and the Director did not know what the Bishop planned to do
with us, and therfore every day it is less and less compréhensible that the higher Superiors could put
all of this on me. IfI had know all this before, I don't think 1 would have had much courage to
accept all of this.

Even if the journey were very hard for me, I would start it again, if I could be relieved from this
office. The only thing that supports me is that I know I em here in Holy Obedience, and that ] have
never been longing for any office or higher position.



Dear Mother, the hardest thing for us is the language. We all have to learn Enplish, The German
language is not nsed much here. It is difficult to learn from books because almost all is spoken in a
different way. Trust in our God will and must support us. In dark hours, [ imagine the Apostles
who were zent into the whole world totally uneducated and they converted the world. In me, the
loving God again sent a poor instrument to America to do great things for His honor and the good of

the people.

Dear Reverend Mother, it looks like next Spring we will nced more Sisters to come to America;
more than anything we need Sisters for the Pharmacy. We really want to have one here who has
passed the exam. Here, in all the hospitals, they prepare the medicines themselves.

I Quincy, Tllinois, there ave the Sisters from Aachen. In America, they have their Motherhouse in
Cineinnati. The Bishop does not seem to be too much in favor of these Sisters. The home of the
Housekeeper of the Bishop is there, The former Superior created a debt of $1,400.00. The
Housekeeper of the Bishop said something like, if he were asked, the Bishop would not care if these
Sisters would leave,

Dear Mother, the Sisters at home will be surely very happy because they will receive a big gift from
America — six Holy Communions. Ihope everyone will receive them eagerly and will pray a lot for
us,

Now I will close my letter, it is almost midnight.

I can't send my address to you. I am not sure how long I will stay here, In eddition, the Sisters
probably will not stay in this house. The Bishop 's plan is that we should stay close to the German
church.

If you, deer Reverend Moather, do write to us, please send the mail to the General Vicar then we will
Teceive it.

Meny, thousands, of greetings from all my Sisters.

1 remain your obedient danghter,

Angelika

P.S. Reverend Mother, I ask to send the enclosed letter to my brother. Sister Agmes has the address.
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MOTHER ANGELICA
First Superioress, 1875-Sept. 12, 1880

“When my eyer are slowly closing

“4rd I fode from sorth away

“And when Deaik the stcrn destreyer

“Claimo my bedy oa hip preg—

“Cledoe ny goul, end ther, pieet Mory
Own pro ma,”

It s generally admittad that tha best traits 'n our lives and characterw
are derived as an inherliance, from our good mothers, One of the declsive
motives that inapires & young muiden to take the step of Lorsaling the
world and sssimilating herself with cloisteved life is In great measure due
to the insplyation and tralning received from a good mother. From enzlieat
chlldheod the deughter babolds in her the rarest floway of faith, pidty, aud
charily. 8ho becomes the deughier’s soblime ilesl which in Hs fruitage
couses her not Infrequently to coneecrate her ifa to God, :

© Of such & family In which a good mother’s guntle sway and luminous.
sxeniple had becoms peramount, our future Sister snd Nrzt Amariean
biother Frovineial was born. Hex birthday oecurred Nevember 25, 1832 fw
the small Westphalisn village of Altenruethen. She was the daughter of
Mr. end Mzx. Rotte, end rccelved the baptisme! nome Therese. Rezyed amid
the best of influences that a model christim home could bestow, yomng
Therese showedl already in the early days of hay glrlhood marked algns
of her foture veligiovs vocation which menifested themselves in variovs
piotis practices and commendable habits, such a3 love of prayer, Zrequent
reception of hely Communion, tender devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mexy,
and an imylicit obedience to the wishés and commends of her parents.
‘When twanty-two yenrs and four months old, March 80, 1858, Therese Rotte
bacams o Postulant in the then still young Commonity of Francisesn Ros-
pial Sisters of 8t Maurita, Bhe was invested with the habit May 10, 1850
ard made ‘Profession of Vows July 14, 1857. From the day of Investiture
the world knew her ar Sister Angelica. i
. When in 1875 the Gorman Kalturkampf threatetiod the expuldon of
uil religious ordera and Communitios from the Fatherland end the Bupericrs
had determired upen America as a safe and sseuze haven whare to trans-
plant the Oxder, o cnll for volunterrs was made to serve &g Hhe advance
guard for the community thet war cupposadly to follow. The number of
these picnesr Eisters was restricted to twenty, among them Leing vur Siter
Angolica who was sppeinted, by r-amsn of seniovity, superioress of the
emigrating band which posttion over the American community she ratain-
ed 11 the day of her recall to Germany, September 12, 1880,

It is dificult to conceive today-the multitude of perplextios wnd dls-
eouragementy, secrificas and diffieqlties thet coufronted the beginninga of
tols new undertaldng, all of whish vested matly on the shouldars of noor
Mother Angelica, just arrived in this country, ,There were tmoreover s U
number of factors which materially handieapped the good Slater's mebivity.
Her rather clreumscribed view of things Ameriean snd her edvanced age
that prokibited her from adequately ndapting herself to new conditions and
surroundingm combined to convince Mcther Angelica that she was unable
longer to eope with the multiplied requisites und requirements of the young
Oxder and its branch-houses, hence she begged the Mother General %o ba
selisvad of her growing responsibilities as Supsriorees. In consaquence sha
was pecalled to Germany in the fall of 1880.

Mother Angelicn wane & devont and plous Eeliglons, sn eminent woman
of prayer gnd self-deplal. Whenever at work—gensrally 18 hours n day—
she was ssying her prayors alond. The lsundry, of whish she nevaz tired,
waa her favorite place, a striet disciplinarinn hersalf, she sezved e a mpdel
unto others, especially to the young novices.

After her recall to the general Motherhouse in 1880, Bister Angélica
wes given charge of ths chlldrans' "hospital-ward whare she rendered
splendid setvice, enjoying the love and respect of all who Imew her, Her
memory Is kept in profound reverence by ber former eompanion-slsters, and
‘many & prayer is offered up for the erstwhie Superioress of Springfield, the
leader of the twenty pionesrs of 1876, Bhe pamcefully expired, Jznuery
4,1806. R. I P.
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