From: Brian C. Blasco

Hospital Sisters of St. Francis
4849 La Verna Road = Springfield, IL 62707
217-522-3387 = hospitalsisters.org

Director of Communications and Archivist — Assistant Coordinator of Community Life

Date: April 10, 2025

RE: Sister Silvana Bosse, OSF

Birth

Parents

Entered HSOSF
Profession of First Vows
Missionary to the USA

Assignments

Belleville, IL St.
Highland, IL St.
Belleville, IL St.
Effingham, IL St.
Springfield, IL St.
Lincoln, IL St.
Chippewa Falls, Wl  St.
Highland, IL St.
Decatur, IL St.
Belleville, IL St.
East St. Louis, IL St.
Effingham, IL St.
Springfield, IL St

Entered Eternal Life

April 13, 1847, in Ibbenbueren, Germany, and named Theresia
Herman and Angela {Kerlemann) Bosse

July 22,1871

October 11, 1873

October 1875 at age 30

Elizabeth’s Hospital November 13, 1875
Joseph'’s Hospital January 26, 1878
Elizabeth’s Hospital 1880

Anthony’s Hospital 1882

John'’s Hospital 1884

Clara’s Hospital 1886

Joseph’s Hospital 1888

Joseph’s Hospital 1890

Mary’s Hospital 1895

Elizabeth’s Hospital 1899

Mary’s Hospital 1901

Anthony’s Hospital 1903

. John’s Tuberculosis Sanitarium 1929

January 29, 1935, and buried in Crucifixion Hill Cemetery (Springfield, IL)






Belleville, December 1, 1875

P-b-J-Chr-

Dear Reverend Mother!

Finally the dream became reality, we are in Amerjca. While
traveling it always seemed 1like a dream that we would go to

such a foreign land, until we finally really were in America

and could not understand the people. Then I knew that we indeed
had left Germany.

Dear Reverend Mother, I don't have to write about our experiences
at sea, about the many storms we had to live through you must
have heard. But the dear Lord never left us. He has led us

to our designated goal and we have arrived at same. How he

has provided for us there yet! With the loving reception we
received. I cannot describe to you in wvhat state my heart beat.
How we arrived in the harbor and the Sisters already were there
to receive us. How my heart was moved, especially when I entered
the convent and came to the chapel, what I there felt I am un-
able to express. When I couid greet again my Savior, my Lord
and Bridegroom in the most holy Sacrament. ©Oh, how much I had
to tell him and - to pray. I would have wished to remain with

him for half a day and tell him about all my concerns. But yet,
I trust the dear Lord will have accepted my good intention before
the deed.

I also was delighted by the loving and friendly demeanor among
the Sisters, and have decided to copy the same. I too wang
alwvays to be quite friendly and obliging toward my Sisters. Also,
I just now remember the worde you told me during my private re-
treats. In America everything works with steam, I experlenced
the same. With steam the whole house was heated to the upper
floor and the patients while in bed were warmed.

Oh, dear Mother, it was not possible to satisfy the eyes while
we were traveling. I could not have imagined America as I found
ibs Mostly I marveled at the friemfliness and empathy the people
here displayed toward us.
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Yet the most friendliness we met by our Most Reverend Father,
our Father Confessor. Although he is very serious and strict
and pays attention to the observance of the Rules to the .minu-
teast details. He always tells us to strictly observe the Rules
and vhat immense luck for us to have found such a good Father.
So you can see, dear Mother, hovw the dear Lord looks after us,
not alone for body but also soul.

Yes, I have to admit not to have met in Germany a Priest who
looks that passionately after his parishioners. Here only two
Priests for thé .parish and you should see how orderly, especi-
ally the children, everyone behaves in church and how respect-
ful they come to church and leave the same. How they pray
together the morning prayer before Mass. During Mass they =sing
or pray but everything so well-timed and nice. The beautiful
singing in the church on Sundays. The first Sunday T did not
pray but just listened to the beautiful hymns. And yet there
are only two Priests here for a parish of 10,000 catholics,
altogether there are more than 20,000 inhabitants. And we three
Sisters are in this town.

oh, if I could only pray for many more Priests and also for many
of our Sisters to come over, because I can see more opportunities
for our work here in America than in Germany. So I thank our
dear Lord that he chose me to work here in America.

Although the sacrifice of the departure was hard, to leave the
most cherished in the world behind, namely the Mother Superior
and the dear Motherhouse, yet it was God's Will. Often we ex-
perience sad times. But also frequently we have fun, e.g. when
we study English. I wished you could be in our midst and

hear us.

Nov many thousand greetings to all my Co-Sisters and I wish you
all a merry Christmas and a blessed New Year and ask all Slsters
for their prayers.
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I wish I could continue but the paper is finished. Please,
please dear Reverend Mother a letter from you! PFor such a

long time we have not heard from the Motherhouse.

Sister Silvana
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