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Hospital Sisters of St. Francis

4849 La Verna Road = Springfield, IL 62707
217-522-3387 = hospitalsisters.org

From: Brian C. Blasco

Director of Communications and Archivist - Assistant Coordinator of Community Life
Date: April 10, 2025
RE: Sister Ulrika Busch, OSF

Birth April 15, 1851, in Rinkerode, Germany, and named Katharina
Parents Wilhelm and Sophia Deavert (Hollmann) Busch

Entered HSOSF October 10, 1872

Profession of First Vows October 13, 1874

Missionary to the USA October 1875 at age 24

Assignments

Springfield, IL St. John’s Hospital November 11, 1875
Springfield, IL St. John’s Hospital 1879 Mother Superior
Muenster, Germany Motherhouse November 9, 1887

Entered Eternal Life
April 18, 1912, and buried in the Motherhouse Cemetery (Muenster, Germany)







Praised be Jesus Christ! Springfield, 30 November 1875
Much loved, Reverend Mother!

Because of the three-week trip -- a very scary, wild one, I am now a long distance away from
you, I long for information about you, Reverend Mother and my dear sisters. How is Reverend
Father Director? How about our dear sick sisters? So much hes happened here, lived through so
much, thet the last eight weeks have been such that we never (heard) dreamed or thought of.

I am in the midst of America, a large, English capitol of U.S.A. Illinois. We are here in the
convent of the Ursuline sisters and study the English language, without it we can’t get along,
Reverend dear Mother, you have no idea how hard it is to live with people we don’t know. We
are the four: Sisters Cyrilla, Basilla, Crispina, and myself. Oh, the dear sisters here are so good
to us, they care for us more than they care for themselves in each respect; it is true that Love is
very resourceful, and never tires, the same is true of our neighbors, they give us what they can.

We are here less than a week and the young men’s club gave us $200. The young people --
especially the ladies -- care for covers for beds, kitchen utensils, machines, etc. People of high
rank came to visit us and bring gifts of all kinds. A lady gave us $10. People feel so sorry for us
that we left our Motherland, more so they who were left behind and those who suffer there, The
people feel more sisters and priests could come over so we may take care of them, In the
beginning the English language was very hard to learn, but it seems like every dey it is much
better. If the teachers could or would talk slower, we could learn a iot faster, especially the Our
Father, Hail Mary, Creed, the three divine virtues, and a few words from nursing,

The Reverend Mother here [Ursuline] asks the people for feathers for our beds and straw for
matiresses. She is praying the Way of the Cross every morning that the Lord would protect us
and bless us. In a few days we will move into our own house and eventually we’ll be nursing for
which we long with all our hearts. We only regret that there are so few of us because the harvest

here is great,

We attended an English Mass two weeks ago and this Sunday 2 German Mass — a small
beginning. We feel like lost sheep, don’t know where we belong. We don’t want to tire to Jook
after our brothers and sisters with prayers and sacrifices that the Lord may have mercy on them,

You probably heard about our voyage. We had terrific storms, we thought the devil was going to
ruin us, that we never land in America, but the dear Lord wanted us here. We never even
doubted the hand of God during the storm. We said our prayers then went to bed and let the
devil [the storm] blow to his liking. We often thought he would get tired of it.



We were hungry for meat, potatoes, and herring. The absence of pumpernicke! [bread] was for
us a penance. We never seen it here nor heard of it. We had 2 lot of fried potatoes, or boiled
meat, etc. A person gets used to most anything. The climate and the air are wonderful here, just
like the people ~we opened our doors and windows for fresh air, but in the evening we were
freezing,

Reverend dear Mother, I experience doubt,which I can’t understand: The Bishop gave us a new
Director, and to be separated from our director. That is not good thinking and perhaps not
possible. If this is so, it is a big sacrifice and, just like everything else, we need to do it with joy.

Dear Reverend Mother, to close I wish you and all my dear sisters a “Merry Christmas” and a
“Happy New Year”. We have hope that we and you receive the Christ Child and thus have a
Merry Christmas. The sisters here possess too little and live so simply. They are here only a few
years and started out very poor. They now live in a big convent and ask us to join them for
Christmas. We live here in our house and still very uncomfortable. The Superior will ask
Reverend Bishop for permission. Dear Reverend Mother, I close with the promise to pray for
you with fervor and that I may live piously. I ask your prayers and also a letter.

Your obedient daughter, Sister Ulrika
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MOTHER ULRICA
Seconil Superivress [rom Septl. 12, "80-Nov. 9, '37

“Yau may break, you nuey shotier the rase if yovu sl
“Eit the acent of the rosed wili hang rownd it aril

The Buich family of Rinkerody seconded the intentions of thelr
daughter Catherine, born ;\pril@'glsm to retire from the world, Our
voung aspirant for Convent life hag passed her bwentv-frer bivthday when
Oclober 1C, 1872 she sought admizzion to the Francisean Community, In
prayer and meditntion she had foily weighed the greatness of Liie sacrifies
she wae abiput to make, namely, to rencunce it without reservalinm oo
regtriction, to flee & ainful world which outrages modesty, despisea religion,
villifies the chureh and mocks even God himsell. It's the most prrfect of
sll sneriflees which the Sevior demended of his diaciples; ™12 thou wilt be
perieet, chandon all and follow Me.”  Sumch 1 hexcic relinquishment calls
for n cordict between nature and grace, hence many vocations have been
destroved by the cvies of flash and blood. Noi so in the case of our young
Postulant. Once admitted she wns determined to persevere to the end.
And what a brillisnt Sister she waz o Leeome! Having complated the
Nevitinte. zhe was formally invested with the wurb of 2 Franciscan Sistor,
Ocl. 13, 1874, receiving the name Ulyica, Divine Providence hed singled

her out so do end pecwnplish great things for the Order. Her clear eyEx

tookeil out frankly upon the world, ane her rane mind formed sound opinions

and proncurced fair fudgmenta tempered by the kindliness of an whusoaliy

large and genevovs heart, In a nnasure, then, she war to attain all that

she had heped for, striven after and struggled for, & Wgher and nobler

life for herself and Sisters, one that wos sakisfying, sustaining and com-

forting when sorely tried In the crucible of adversitics. Sister Tirica was

detuiled 1o be one of the bwenty pioneer Sisters whe in 1976 wore fo

transpiant » brunch of the community in American sofl. How well she

worked and plenned and successfuily accomplished things as 2 Sister jn

the ranks, how keenly she compuved, gouged znd visioned fulure events

ag Superioress, the magnificent St John's Hospital and the branch-houses

ergcted during her benure of office vividly and eloquently portray. They owe

their present greslness, stability and efficlency In great measure to the

slertness and initative of Sister Ulrica who in the fail of 1880 succarded
to the office of Mother in lieu of Mother Angelica, then recalled #s Cer-
many. Her rather portly appearvanee slightly shove middle height, her
affable trailts of charucter and those kindly eves behind the spectacles
inspived one with trust and confidence Yo her Sister-Companions, ewen
the youngest in the rank, Mother Ultlco was the smbodiment of thoughtfn]
motherliness, possesting the love and veneration of all the community
members in marked degree. But as beeide the lily and rose there ofien
grows the passion fower, dear Mother Tlrica had learned in the school
of obedirnce and self-renunciation how to submit to, patiently brar and
faithfully earry out nnwonted orders and rigorous axactions frum on high,
thereby undoubtedly inereasing her store of merits for heaven

“"Some sheplards can be filled with zew!
“Yet make sore unnnda that will not heal

Her administration of the affsive of the American province will always
ramain & bright snd lwminous puge in its history, and the mere mention
s Mother Ulrica's nzwms evokes senblments of love and venerstion in the
ever grateful heorts of ber surviving Sister-Companions. She was recatied
to the Motherlwuae of St Mauritz, November ¢, 1887, followed by the
tears and prayers of her Community with whom she had shared good and
ovll duys. Yes, it was o sad leave-taking, that Jast farewsl] to St John's
and her beloved Sisters. Never has pavilng from friend or home been 50
full of pathos, But her ardor and zesl never finggod motwithstarding the
incongrulty of her subsequent position. Work, telling work, had been
characterivtic of her religious life since the dey of the profession of VOWE,
and work she continued to perform to the very end. This was instanced
at Rothenfelde where for some 256 yearv she presided during the summer
months over a colony of scrofulous childven, caring for the little umfor-
tunate ones as only o mother could care for her own, At the Motherhonse
her valuabie services were in comstunt demnnd, especlally in the sewing
room where the productions of her fine art-needie-work elicited much ad.
miration and unstinted pralse. _

In the early morwng kour, Apnl 18, 1917 all boleved Mother Ulrica
WweEnd v her etempl rewiee BOTM






